Class 10: Checklist for improving drafts 
TODAY: QUIZ 4) For 9/18 T READ: “Facebook users ask who owns Information” 97-100 
QUESTION: If you are not paying, you are the product --> what is your opinion of this warning about free services like Facebook etc that sell wholesale customer profiles for targeted marketing


FOR Next class: Work on your narratives!

QUIZ 5) For 9/20 R READ: “An American Seduction: portrait of a Prison Town” 120-138 

TODAY: Hand in HW 5 END OF CLASS 
YOU SHOULD HAVED STARTED WRITING!: NARRATIVE ESSAY submission final draft: due 9/27 (11 days!)

All-Purpose (Creative or expository) Writing Steps
I. Prewriting steps including idea brainstorming
II. Brainstorming on Paper
III. starter draft/ zero draft  (semi organized notes,  some paragraphs)
IV. first draft (actual writing) 
V.  Revising [for content] drafts, transitions +  VI. Proofreading [for errors], 
9/20: group grading activity for extra credit
9/25 CONFERENCES
VII. Submission final draft due ( THURS 9/27 
HW 5: What grade does it feel headed towards?
What’s wrong so far?
So what (per rubric category) comments to improve?

REVISING HANDOUT for middle drafts:
GIVE OUT:
THE BACK OF YOUR HANDOUT FROM TUESDAY:

AFTER THE FIRST DRAFT/ REVISING FOR CONTENT DRAFTS, do the below
	CHECKLIST/I REVISED FOR CONTENT:

THESE YOU CAN EASILY DETECT/DO BY YOURSELF
___1)Improving and Tightening of paragraphs

___2)Researched details / Fact checked

___3)storytelling flow: transitions, pace and organization  (SEE TRANSITIONS HANDOUT)


___4)Removed repetition and cut for size

___5)appropriate deep detail

___6)Edit language/word choice for audience

___7)Title Play

___8)At least one unique/memorable image from story

___9) Always print out and read one of the drafts on paper, not on computer

___10)Not generic/ could not be written by anyone off the street without ‘my’ experiences


	CHECKLIST/ I REMOVED from drafts: 
Adapted from http://www.du.edu/~mtursi/revising_fiction.html
SOMETIMES ONLY SOMEONE ELSE CAN DETECT these in your writing
Scroll down for examples:

___1) removed preachy language  


___2)removed clichés (dream sequence, ‘was a dark & stormy night)

___3) rewrote boring, non-descript main characters 

___4)removed things would be impossible for character to know  

___5) removed bland or repetitive language 

___6) removed inappropriate imagery  

___7) removed  too complex, too much detail, over the top language – especially in the middle of action or conflict.

___8) removed  confusing sentences 


___9) removed too blatant & obvious symbolism  


___10) removed  pretentious or over precious language  

___11) removed  Bizarre or too private a reference 

___12) removed gratuitous violence or sex  or language 

___13) removed a neat “bow tie” conclusion  or ending


Things to REMOVE from content drafts: 
Adapted from http://www.du.edu/~mtursi/revising_fiction.html

1) preachy  language  [open attack all bureaucracy by telling reader so, the ‘salvation’ purity effect]

2)remove clichés (dream sequence, ‘was a dark and stormy night’)

3) rewrite boring, non-descript main characters 

4) things that would be impossible for a character to know  
example:
The moment he laid eyes on the lifeless body of the socialite sprawled across the bathroom floor, Detective Leary knew she had committed suicide by grasping the cap on the tamper-proof bottle, pushing down and twisting while she kept her thumb firmly pressed against the spot the arrow pointed to, until she hit the exact spot where the tab clicks into place, allowing her to remove the cap and swallow the entire contents of the bottle, thus ending her life. 



5) bland or repetitive language [avoid just using he said, she said, for dialogue

example:
The sun, setting, meant the end to a sunny day, and the beginning of darkening night until the sun rose again at sunrise.   ]

6) inappropriate imagery 
example: [‘turned up her nose like unluckily catching a whiff of her own flatulence’] [from Throw Momma Off the Train: ‘Mrs. Hazeltine: [reading her manuscript]: His guts oozed nice, like melted malted icecream.’]

7) Too complex, too much detail, over the top language – especially in the middle of action or conflict.      http://bulwer-lytton.com/ 
example:
 Gripping his six-shot Colt Python with 8-inch barrel and Royal Blue finish, and tightening the straps on his Paratec Speed 2000 parachute, Jake leaped from the left aft hatchway of the tumbling, green-and-silver, twin-engined Embraer Lineage 1000, which had seating for nineteen passengers.

Example 2: The victim said her attacker was 5' 10 and 3/4", 163 pounds, with Clairol #83N hair (a hint of #84N at his temples) -- and last seen wearing Acuvue2 contacts, a white Hanes 65/35% poly-cotton t-shirt with a 3mm round Grey Poupon stain on the neckband, Levi's 501s missing the second button, and Nike Crosstrainers with muddy aglets

8) confusing sentence 
[anguished English examples]  
” 
“Benjamin Franklin died in 1790 and is still dead”

“Iraqi head seeks arms”

“A man eating piranha mistakenly sold as a pet fish”

“Donations fund set up for beating victim’s family”  (!!Donations fund set up for the family of the beating victim!!

“If Lincoln were alive today, he’d be turning over in his grave” President Gerald Ford

BAD SENTENCE: There would be jail time for the tomato throwers, while the Enron executive with his 12 lawyers and only slightly tomato-stained conscience would be released to celebrate festively with thousand-dollar bottles of champagne, an affront that would be less worse than the fates of thousands: the thousands of now unemployed forced to stand in line for free government cheese for the next years of their lives, frozen ghosts in line forever -- that is -- if the vines of their lives did not yield a more bitter fruit, meaning, of course, the cases of the thousands of despairing apparitions born of hundreds of suicides, suicides that would most likely happen so sadly on broken hearted Christmases without gifts, Turkey, or even, cold, ungarnished, one bean salads.

9) too blatant & obvious symbolism [The dirty cop could be anyone.  We are introduced to a cop named Judas McMurphy, etc] 

10) pretentious or over precious language  (‘perpetual peregrinator’ when you can just say ‘jogger’  
example: A single sparkling tear fell from Little Mary's cheek onto the sidewalk, then slid into the storm drain, there to join in its course the mighty waters of the Los Angeles (Lost Angels) River and, eventually, Long Beach Harbor, lost at sea like all the other lost at sea tragedies. 

11) Bizarre or too private a reference:  “I’m too raging caging to slather with swagger nothing to y’all but props Kanye, you know the bites off the handlebar like a megastar talent terror-phoning it in baggy, right, my slime?”


12) gratuitous violence or sex  or language
example [ “She poured acid into his eyeballs, quick drying cement into his nose, and hand sewed his lips shut.  Then she decided to begin to torture him]

15) a neat “bow tie” conclusion  
[And the janitor came in just in time, leaping through the window.  He knocked the gun out of the criminal’s hand, and said, I’m not just a janitor.  I’m the father she never knew, and I trained many years in lost martial arts, so now, prepare to fight me to the death and lose!”]
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
10 tips for those who are finishing their paper at 3 am (the 10 minute proofread tips list)

	1)Spell check.  
	However, don't trust the spellchecker blindly or put it on automatic.  Imagine a paper talking about the life of Faith Tollent, a female activist in the early 20th century. An unsupervised spelling checker change her name from Faith Tollent to Faith Toilet…..
	

	2)avoid procrastinator paragraphs:
	small good sized paragraphs at the beginning, big blob chunks of sentences at the end.  Spend a few minutes and fix those last few blobbish paragraphs.
	

	3) The topic sentence of each paragraph should be different from the topic sentences of previous paragraphs
	Are you repeating the point you just made due to exhaustion, oversight or desperation?  Repetition and padding tricks are worse than coming one paragraph or two short of a paper size requirement
	

	4)Avoid bad intros:
	there can be no doubt

Let me tell you that

It is clear that

_____ is the most important ____ ever

Since the beginning of time

I don't really care about _____ but

Websters defines _______ as

In this paper I will/I did/I know
	

	5)Last minute -- paper is short:
	for any paper, if content is running short, rather than messing with the spacing, font size, or repeating facts to pad, add a paragraph or two addressing counter arguments to the paper's subject (research paper) or an exception, special case, what if, or how others saw you/the event (personal essay).  
	

	6)Conciseness: 

REPLACE padding phrases 
	For example, replace “regardless of the fact that” with “although”.  Imagine that every extra word costs you money to print –keep all the facts and paper in good paragraph format WITHOUT padding phrases. 
	

	7)try not to use I in a formal research paper
	Rephrase sentences away from using “I” unless you are providing expert or eyewitness fact *IN ADDITION* to 3rd party evidence/examples/data. 
	

	8) Beware of sentence fragments.  
	Example 1: “There are many things wrong with politics.  Like corruption and bribery.”

Example 2: “He was nearly done with work.  Because he had done some of it at home.”
	

	9) Conclusion
	Make sure your paper does not just end abruptly after the last point (unless this is intentionally done for a literary effect).  At minimum, a conclusion should feel like an ending or leave an indirect  ‘what if’  
	

	10) Carry a USB with the electronic copy of your paper AND email a copy to yourself
	It doesn't happen often, but when your paper gets wet and the ink runs, if it gets torn among the other books in your bag, etc -- it can be a points lifesaver if you happen to have on hand an electronic copy of your paper.  
	


NEXT CLASS TUESDAY: 

GROUP grade for extra credit – bring your rubric/READ RUBRIC!
Identify which CHECKLIST items of needed fixes you catch and one example of each

If your group hits EXACT SCORE:  5 pts of extra credit

+ -  by up to 3:  3 pts of extra credit

+-  by up to 6: 1 pt of extra credit

HOWEVER,
If group is off by 20 pts ( -1 point each member

For each 5 (round up) beyond 20 pts off, lose another 1 point per member

Example a paper has a 57/F .      Group gives it and 80.

80-57= 37 .     More than 20 pts?  YES = -1

37-20 = 17.  17/5 pts w/round up = -4 pts

Total -5 pts.

END
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